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UPCOMING LANGUAGE COURSES 
 
 
Summer Session I    (June 3 – July 5) 
 
SPAN 1311-02 Elementary Spanish I    MTWR   8:00–10:15 AM 
SPAN 1312-02 Elementary Spanish II    MTWR 10:30–12:45 PM 
 
Summer Session II    (July 8 – August 9) 
 
SPAN 1311-01 Elementary Spanish I    MTWR   8:00–10:15 AM 
SPAN 1312-01 Elementary Spanish II    MTWR 10:30–12:45 PM 
 
Fall 2019 
 
ARAB 1311 Elementary Arabic I   TR 4:30–5:45 PM 
FREN 1311 Elementary French I   MW 3:00–4:15 PM and 4:30–5:45 PM 
FREN 2311 Intermediate French I   MW 6:30–7:45 PM 
GERM 1311 Elementary German I   MW 4:30–5:45 PM 
IT 1311 Elementary Italian I   MW 9:00–10:15 AM 
JAPN 1311 Elementary Japanese I   MW 1:30–2:45 PM and 3:00–4:15 PM 
JAPN 2311 Intermediate Japanese I  TR 10:30–11:45 AM 
KORE 1311 Elementary Korean I   MW 3:00–4:15 PM 
KORE 2311 Intermediate Korean I   MW 4:30–5:45 PM 
LATN 1311 Elementary Latin I   MW 1:30–2:45 PM 
 
SPAN 1311  Elementary Spanish I    (20 sections) 
SPAN 1312  Elementary Spanish II   (10 sections) 
SPAN 2311  Intermediate Spanish I:  Oral Communication – Dr. Gabriel Saxton-Ruiz TR 9:00–10:15 AM 
SPAN 3321 Introduction to Hispanic Linguistics – Michael Tallon   TR 3:00–4:15 PM 
SPAN 3331 Spanish Literature to 1700 – Dr. Amalia Mondríguez   TR 12:00–1:15 PM 
SPAN 3342 Spanish-American Literature since Modernism – Dr. Gabriel Saxton-Ruiz TR 1:30–2:45 PM 
 
 
NEW LANGUAGE COURSE 
 
Beginning in Fall 2019, the Department of Modern Languages will offer first-year courses in Latin!  In the Fall 
semester we will offer the first-semester course (1311), and in the Spring semester we will offer the second-
semester course (1312).  The courses will be taught by Dr. Tarcisio Beal, a theologian, historian, and polyglot. 
 
 



 
 
PREVIOUS EVENTS 
 
 
Día de los Muertos and Altar de Muertos 
 
On Tuesday, October 30, 2018, students in Dr. Gabriel T. Saxton-Ruiz’s Spanish 2311 class constructed an 
altar for Day of the Dead.  On Sunday, November 4th, the 8:00 PM Mass was dedicated to the Day of the Dead.  
Afterward, Modern Languages professors served pan de muerto and hot chocolate in collaboration with 
Campus Ministry. 
 
 
Intermediate Spanish II Class Book 
 
The Intermediate Spanish II class in Spring 2019 had an emphasis on written communication.  Throughout the 
semester, students researched a topic and brought drafts of their final paper for instructor and peer review.  At 
the end of the semester, we compiled all of the essays into a book and each student created their own cover 
with recycled materials using a technique that was popularized by the Argentinian cartonero publishers. 
 
 
Class Discussion with Claudia Salazar 
 
In Spring 2019 students in Dr. Gabriel T. Saxton-Ruiz’s Culture and Civilization of Latin American class spoke 
with Peruvian author Claudia Salazar via Zoom after reading her novel La sangre de la aurora.  One of the 
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situations where I was the only English speaking person, and was thus forced to use Japanese. I’m sure I 
probably annoyed some people with my lack of understanding, but I pushed myself everyday.  
 
Halfway through the school year, I was able to have short conversations on my own. Although it was a small 
victory compared to other exchange students, it was a tremendous success for me because it was a sign of my 
growth. Not only that, but I slowly began to realize that I didn’t need someone with me all the time just to get 
through the day. The more I learned and practiced, the more self sufficient I became. It was a good feeling 
knowing that I could do so many things on my own in a new country, in a new language. Of course, I still 
stumbled here and there, but I took all those mistakes as learning experiences. At the end of the year, I had 
learned so much not just from my classes, but in speaking with the Japanese friends I had made by joining 
clubs. Even after returning to America, I continued speaking with those friends and continued studying 
Japanese.  
 
I experienced so much in Japan and enjoyed my time there, but at the same time I felt like my lack of 
understanding of the Japanese language held me back from having even greater experiences. So I made up my 
mind to do what I could to go back. During my final year at UIW, I applied for the JET Program, and was 
selected to be an ALT, an Assistant Language Teacher, for two high schools in Fukuoka prefecture. Because 
my Japanese was stronger than when I was an exchange student, I felt a lot more confident. I could speak easier, 
I could communicate with teachers who didn’t speak English, and my efforts in just trying were greatly 
appreciated by my coworkers, especially by the principal. I spent almost four years in Fukuoka, and the entire 
time I did not give up studying. I continued to push myself. I made connections with Japanese people. I joined 
groups around my area where I was, once again, the only person who spoke English. I went out in the town by 
myself to see what sort of adventure I would be having for the day. I even travelled to places such as Tokyo, 
Osaka, and Kyoto all by myself. 
 
While experiencing much more of what Japan had to offer, I continued to grow and challenge myself. One of 
my proudest accomplishments comes from passing the JLPT, the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. It took 
me two attempts, but I now hold certification for Level 2. It is described as “being able to understand Japanese 
used in everyday situations, and in a variety of circumstances to a certain degree.”  
Passing that examination was a huge game changer for me. It opened up more opportunities in Japan outside 
of English teaching, and I decided to challenge myself once again.  
 
Through the connections I had made this time around, I started going in for interviews, trying to find a Japanese 
company that would be willing to hire me. Last year, around Christmas, I went in for an interview to work as a 
front staff member for a hotel in Tokyo. The entire interview was conducted in Japanese, between just me and 
the manager. He also gave me a written test asking me to read the questions and give my answers in Japanese. 



You may stumble. You may fall. But what’s important is to a



 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 
From The ACTFL SmartBrief  (January 29, 2019): 
 
 
Virtual reality allows students to take field trips 
A class of Nebraska high-school students is using technology to take virtual field trips to several national parks 
without leaving the library.  The virtual-reality headsets give students a 360-degree view of the park's scenery 
and allow teachers to highlight areas of interest for their lessons. 
 
Ashley Bebensee writes:  “Mark Dethlefs’ ninth-grade geography class at Bertrand High School ventured on 
Tuesday to Mount Rushmore, Yosemite National Park and Yellowstone National Park.  The students didn’t 
have to traverse the country or pay for airfare. They never even left the school’s library.  They were able to 
have an immersive experience of the national parks via BoBoVR headsets - virtual reality headsets each student 
wears during a virtual field trip. The headsets have been in use at the library since 2017, but the students still 
are enthralled by the adventure.” 

To read the entire article, visit:  https://www.kearneyhub.com/news/local/new-technology-takes-bertrand-
students-around-the-country-on-virtual/article_667a52d0-1d99-


