
Federal Student Loans 



How much can I borrow?  
The total amount of Direct loans you can borrow depends on your dependency status and year in school (you are 
considered to be an independent student if you are married, have children, are at least 24 years old, a graduate 
student, a veteran, a member of the armed forces, or an orphan, ward of the court or homeless—otherwise, you 
are considered to be a dependent student). Here are the maximum annual and lifetime loan limits: 

Year in School Dependent Students* Independent Students 

1st Year: 
 $5,500 (no more than $3,500 may be 
in subsidized loans) 

$9,500 (no more than $3,500 may be in 
subsidized loans) 


